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Statement of Qualifications and Limitations 
 
 
The attached Report (the “Report”) has been prepared by AECOM Canada Ltd.  (“Consultant”) for the benefit of the 
client (“Client”) in accordance with the agreement between Consultant and Client, including the scope of work 
detailed therein (the “Agreement”). 
 
The information, data, recommendations and conclusions contained in the Report (collectively, the “Information”): 
 

 is subject to the scope, schedule, and other constraints and limitations in the Agreement and the 
qualifications contained in the Report (the “Limitations”) 

 represents Consultant’s professional judgement in light of the Limitations and industry standards for the 
preparation of similar reports 

 may be based on information provided to Consultant which has not been independently verified 
 has not been updated since the date of issuance of the Report and its accuracy is limited to the time 

period and circumstances in which it was collected, processed, made or issued  
 must be read as a whole and sections thereof should not be read out of such context 
 was prepared for the specific purposes described in the Report and the Agreement  
 in the case of subsurface, environmental or geotechnical conditions, may be based on limited testing and 

on the assumption that such conditions are uniform and not variable either geographically or over time 
 
Consultant shall be entitled to rely upon the accuracy and completeness of information that was provided to it and has 
no obligation to update such information.  Consultant accepts no responsibility for any events or circumstances that 
may have occurred since the date on which the Report was prepared and, in the case of subsurface, environmental or 
geotechnical conditions, is not responsible for any variability in such conditions, geographically or over time. 
 
Consultant agrees that the Report represents its professional judgement as described above and that the 
Information has been prepared for the specific purpose and use described in the Report and the Agreement, but 
Consultant makes no other representations, or any guarantees or warranties whatsoever, whether express or 
implied, with respect to the Report, the Information or any part thereof. 
 
The Report is to be treated as confidential and may not be used or relied upon by third parties, except: 
 

 as agreed in writing by Consultant and Client 
 as required by-law 
 for use by governmental reviewing agencies 

 
Consultant accepts no responsibility, and denies any liability whatsoever, to parties other than Client who may obtain 
access to the Report or the Information for any injury, loss or damage suffered by such parties arising from their use 
of, reliance upon, or decisions or actions based on the Report or any of the Information (“improper use of the 
Report”), except to the extent those parties have obtained the prior written consent of Consultant to use and rely 
upon the Report and the Information.  Any damages arising from improper use of the Report or parts thereof shall be 
borne by the party making such use. 
 
This Statement of Qualifications and Limitations is attached to and forms part of the Report and any use of the 
Report is subject to the terms hereof. 
  



AECOM City of Vaughan Natural Heritage in the City 

 

60117040-70894_1ra_Apr23-10_Vaughan Natural Heritage.Docx   

AECOM Signatures 
 
 
 

Report Prepared By: 

 

 

 

  Dale Leadbeater, B.Sc., B.Ed. 
Senior Ecologist, Environment  

 

 
 
 
 

Report Prepared By: 

 

 

 

  James MacKay, M.Sc., ISA Certified Arborist 
Ecologist, Environment 

 

 
 
 
 

Report Reviewed By: 

 

 

 

  James Kamstra, B.Sc., M.E.S. 
Senior Ecologist, Environment 

 

 
 



AECOM City of Vaughan Natural Heritage in the City 

 

60117040-70894_1ra_Apr23-10_Vaughan Natural Heritage.Docx   

Table of Contents 
 
 
Statement of Qualifications and Limitations 

page 

1. The Need for a Natural Heritage Strategy ..................................................................................... 1 

1.1 City of Vaughan: Catalogue of Natural Heritage ................................................................................. 2 
1.1.1 Bedrock and Surficial Geology, Hydrology and Hydrogeology .............................................. 2 
1.1.2 Aquatic Habitat and Fisheries ................................................................................................. 3 
1.1.3 Terrestrial Habitats, Wildlife and Connectivity ........................................................................ 3 
1.1.4 Designated Areas ................................................................................................................... 4 

1.2 Need for a Natural Heritage Network .................................................................................................. 5 
1.3 Study Purpose ..................................................................................................................................... 5 

2. Conservation Planning Context .................................................................................................... 6 

2.1 Federal Context ................................................................................................................................... 7 
2.1.1 Federal Fisheries Act .............................................................................................................. 7 
2.1.2 Species at Risk Act ................................................................................................................. 7 

2.2 Provincial Context ................................................................................................................................ 8 
2.2.1 Planning Act (1996) ................................................................................................................ 9 
2.2.2 Provincial Policy Statement (2005) ......................................................................................... 9 
2.2.3 Greenbelt (2005) ................................................................................................................... 10 
2.2.4 Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan (2002) ................................................................... 11 
2.2.5 Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe (2006) ....................................................... 11 
2.2.6 Endangered Species Act, 2007 ............................................................................................ 12 
2.2.7 York Region Official Plan (2009) .......................................................................................... 13 
2.2.8 Toronto and Region Conservation Policy and Regulation.................................................... 13 

2.2.8.1 Toronto and Region Terrestrial Natural Heritage Systems for the Don and 
Humber Watersheds .......................................................................................... 14 

2.2.8.2 Watershed Plans and Implementation Strategy ................................................. 14 
2.2.8.3 Ontario Regulation 166/06 – Development, Interference with Wetlands 

and Alterations to shorelines and Watercourses ................................................ 14 
2.2.8.4 The City of Vaughan Environmental Legacy ...................................................... 14 

2.3 Summary of Protection for a Natural Heritage Network .................................................................... 15 

3. Identification of the Natural Heritage Network (NHN) – A Made-in-Vaughan Approach ........ 17 

3.1 Goal and Objectives of the Natural Heritage Network ....................................................................... 17 
3.2 TRCA Terrestrial Natural Heritage Systems for the Don and Humber Watersheds ......................... 18 
3.3 Targets for Landscape Restoration ................................................................................................... 19 
3.4 Components of the Natural Heritage Network ................................................................................... 21 

3.4.1 Valley and Stream Corridors ................................................................................................ 21 
3.4.2 Wetlands ............................................................................................................................... 24 
3.4.3 Woodlands ............................................................................................................................ 24 
3.4.4 Significant Wildlife Habitat and Significant Habitat of Endangered Species, 

Threatened species, and Species of Concern ..................................................................... 25 
3.4.5 Fish Habitat (including watercourses) .................................................................................. 27 
3.4.6 Environmentally Significant Areas (ESA) and Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest ....... 28 
3.4.7 Creating the Network: Enhancement Areas ......................................................................... 28 
3.4.8 Summary .............................................................................................................................. 29 



AECOM City of Vaughan Natural Heritage in the City 

 

60117040-70894_1ra_Apr23-10_Vaughan Natural Heritage.Docx   

4. Structure of the Natural Heritage Network ................................................................................. 30 

4.1 Ongoing Refinements to the Natural Heritage Network .................................................................... 32 

5. References ..................................................................................................................................... 33 

 
 
List of Figures 

Figure 1. Greenbelt, Oak Ridges Moraine and Valley Corridors ............................................................................. 23 
Figure 2. Concentrations of Biodiversity and Ecosystem Functions ....................................................................... 26 
Figure 3. City of Vaughan Natural Heritage Network .............................................................................................. 32 
 
 
List of Tables 

Table 1. Legislation, Policy and Plans Governing Protection of Natural Heritage in Vaughan .............................. 16 
Table 2. Estimated Natural Cover in the City of Vaughan ..................................................................................... 19 
Table 3. Forest Habitat Guidelines (Environment Canada 2004) .......................................................................... 20 
Table 4. Components of the Vaughan Natural Heritage Network .......................................................................... 22 
Table 5. Summary of Natural Heritage Network Classification Outcomes ............................................................ 29 
Table 6. Classifications within the Natural Heritage Network ................................................................................ 30 
 
 
Appendices 

Appendix A. Definitions and Acronyms 
Appendix B. Elements of the Natural Heritage Network Block Analysis 
Appendix C. Natural Heritage in the City of Vaughan: Background for the Official Plan – Draft Existing Conditions 

Report 
 


